
The Parish of St Anselm, Hayes  

August 24th, 2025 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time  

The first reading today from Isaiah finds an echo in the 
words of Jesus in our gospel reading. Both passages 
use the image of peoples from all around the world 
coming together in harmony and peace. But there is a 
very important 
difference! In 
Isaiah, the 
peoples of the 
world are coming 
to join with the 
chosen people of 
Israel so that they 
may all worship 
God together. It is 
a picture of 
vindication for the 
Jewish people, a 
time when the whole world will acknowledge their 
leadership and the primacy of the God they worship. 
But in the gospel, Jesus uses this same image in a 
much more threatening context. He tells his Jewish 
listeners that the peoples of the world are not coming 
to join in with them and their worship. On the 
contrary. Rather than coming to join them, they will 
come to replace them. “In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in 
the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out.” The 
chosen people will no longer be chosen, but rejected. 
They have had the prophets to guide them, but the 
people have ignored that guidance. The chosen 
people, the people that were first, will become the 
last – the people that have wasted the opportunity 
that God had given them. It’s a warning to us, too. Not 
everyone who says, “Lord, Lord” will enter the 
kingdom of heaven: rather, it is those who “strive to 
enter through the narrow door” who will be saved. 

Entrance Hymn 
567 Soldiers of Christ, arise 
Offertory Hymn 
427 All hail the power of Jesu’s name 
Recessional 
550 Oft in danger, oft in woe 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
THIS WEEK (Year C[1]; Psalm Week 1) 
25th: Monday of Week 21 in Ordinary Time. No 
services in church; Offices said privately. 
26th: Tuesday of Week 21 in Ordinary Time. Morning 
Prayer 0945; Mass 1000; NO Boys’ Brigade 
27th: St Monica. Morning Prayer 0945; Mass 1000; 
Evening Prayer 1700 

28th: St Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church. 
Morning Prayer 0945; Mass 1000; Evening Prayer 
1700  
29th: The Beheading of St John the Baptist. Offices 
said privately. 
30th: Saturday of Week 21 in Ordinary Time. No 
services in church; Offices said privately. 

NEXT SUNDAY: Sunday 31st August: 22nd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time. Mass at 1000 as usual.  

PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS 
Kathyan Fenton; Desiree Loderick; Mr & Mrs DeGale, 
Anselm Charles, Jean Charnock, Maggie, George 
Norwood, Oluwayemisi, Sean Brennan, and Patrick 
Coleman. (If you have a name for the list, please give 
the details to Susan, Fr Josiah, or Fr Stephen.) 

 
ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH 
24th: Daisy Buckingham, Alan Thomas, Ika Campbell 
26th: Peter Jermyn [priest] 
27th: Alfred Bowen 
28th: Robert Troughton Jackson, Brian Ronald Young 
Lewis 
29th: Mary Ellen Jones 

YOUNG CHILDREN IN CHURCH: Don’t worry if they 
make a noise or move about! Young visitors to the 
sanctuary are always welcome, so no drama if they 
go for a walk! We’ll have a look at the children’s 
work after mass… 

FINANCIAL POSITION: During July 2025, our income 
was £1,028.78, and our outgoings were £1,303.47. 
Expenditure routinely continues to outstrip our 
income, and this clearly can’t continue for ever. So, 
do please consider if you can increase your 
contributions to the church, preferably via the Parish 
Giving Scheme if you don’t already use that service. 

SPONSORING CANDLES, ETC.: Sanctuary lights cost 
£3.50; votive candles £1.00; 100 communion wafers 
£1.50. We’d be very grateful for your support. 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
Fr Stephen: fr.stephen@stanselm.co.uk; 020 4603 
7795 
Fr Josiah: fr.josiah@stanselm.co.uk;  07597 701878 
Susan: susan@stanselm.co.uk  

PLEASE JOIN US IN THE HALL AFTER MASS FOR TEA 
AND COFFEE, AND BISCUITS OR CAKE! 



 


