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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

God is in his holy place,

God who unites those who dwell in his house;

he himself gives might and strength to his people.

COLLECT

O God, protector of those who hope in you,

without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy,
bestow in abundance your mercy upon us

and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide,

we may use the good things that pass

in such a way as to hold fast even now

to those that ever endure.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

FIRST READING Genesis 18:20-32

A reading from the Book of Genesis.

In those days: The Lorp said, ‘Because the outcry against Sodom
and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, | will go down
to see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry
that has come to me. And if not, | will know.” So the men turned
from there and went towards Sodom, but Abraham still stood
before the Lorb.

Then Abraham drew near and said, ‘Will you indeed sweep away
the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous
within the city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare
it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do such
a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the
righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the
Judge of all the earth do what is just?’ And the Lorp said, ‘If | find at
Sodom fifty righteous in the city, | will spare the whole place for their
sake.” Abraham answered and said, ‘Behold, | have undertaken to
speak to the Lord, | who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of
the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the whole city for
lack of five?’ And he said, ‘1 will not destroy it if | find forty-five there.’
Again he spoke to him and said, ‘Suppose forty are found there.’
He answered, ‘For the sake of forty | will not do it.” Then he said,
‘Oh let not the Lord be angry, and | will speak. Suppose thirty are
found there.” He answered, ‘1 will not do it, if | find thirty there.” He
said, ‘Behold, | have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose
twenty are found there.” He answered, ‘For the sake of twenty | will
not destroy it.” Then he said, ‘Oh let not the Lord be angry, and |
will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He
answered, ‘For the sake of ten | will not destroy it.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 138(137):1-2a. 2bc, 3. 6-7b.
7c-8.R.3a

R: On the day I called, you answered me, O Lord.

1. 1 thank you, Lorbp, with all my heart;
you have heard the words of my mouth.
In the presence of the angels | praise you.
| bow down towards your holy Temple. R.

2. | give thanks to your name
for your merciful love and your faithfulness.
For you have exalted over all
your name and your promise.
On the day | called, you answered me;
you increased the strength of my soul. R.

3. The Lorb is high, yet he looks on the lowly,
and the haughty he knows from afar.
You give me life though | walk amid affliction;
you stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes. R.

4. With your right hand you save me;
the Lorp will accomplish this for me.
O Lord, your merciful love is eternal;
discard not the work of your hands. R.
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27 JULY 2025

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SECOND READING Colossians 2:12-14
Areading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians.
Brothers and sisters: You have been buried with Christ in baptism,
in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful
working of God who raised him from the dead. And you, who were
dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God
made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,
by cancelling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal
demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL Romans 8:15bc
R: Alleluia, alleluia.

You have received the Spirit of adoption as sons,

by whom we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’
R: Alleluia.

GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of
his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his
disciples.” And he said to them, ‘When you pray, say:

‘Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Give us
each day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves
forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into
temptation.’

And he said to them, ‘Which of you who has a friend will go to
him at midnight and say to him, “Friend, lend me three loaves, for
a friend of mine has arrived on a journey and | have nothing to set
before him”; and he will answer from within, “Do not bother me;
the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. | cannot
get up and give you anything”? | tell you, though he will not get
up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because
of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs.
And | tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will
find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks
receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks
it will be opened. What father among you, if his son asks for a fish,
will instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg,
will give him a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Accept, O Lord, we pray, the offerings

which we bring from the abundance of your gifts,

that through the powerful working of your grace

these most sacred mysteries may sanctify our present way of life
and lead us to eternal gladness.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen. ‘

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and never forget all his benefits. .
Or

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We have consumed, O Lord, this divine Sacrament,
the perpetual memorial of the Passion of your Son;
grant, we pray, that this gift,

which he himself gave us with love beyond all telling,
may profit us for salvation.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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In the first reading today from Genesis, we have a
remarkable description of Abraham bargaining with
God. Abraham in this instance is challenging God to
act with greater fairness. It is Abraham, not God,
who insists that it is unjust to punish everyone for
the sins of some. God relents bit by bit in the face of
Abraham’s insistence on justice. The story turns the
usual relationship between God and humanity on its
head — we might normally expect that it would be
God who would be challenging human beings to
behave with justice, but here a human being is

challenging God to behave more justly. In the gospel,

Jesus puts things back the right way up, as it were.
Jesus takes human honourable behaviour and uses it
to demonstrate how much more honourable and
generous is God’s treatment of us than is our
treatment of each other.

Entrance Hymn

436 Angel voices ever singing
Offertory Hymn

439 At the name of Jesus
Recessional

340 Forth in thy name, O Lord, 1 go

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THIS WEEK (Year C[1]; Psalm Week 1)

28': Monday of week 17 in Ordinary Time. No
services in church; Offices said privately.

29'": SS Martha, Mary and Lazarus. Morning Prayer
0945; Mass 1000; NO Boys’ Brigade

30": Wednesday of Week 17 in Ordinary Time.
Morning Prayer 0945; Mass 1000; Evening Prayer
1700

31°'; St Ignatius Loyola, Priest. Morning Prayer
0945; Mass 1000; Evening Prayer 1700

1% August: St Alphonsus Mary de’Liguori, Bishop,
Doctor of the Church. No services in church; Offices
said privately.

2"9: Saturday of week 17 in Ordinary Time. No
services in church; Offices said privately.

NEXT SUNDAY: Sunday 3" August: 18" Sunday in
Ordinary Time. Mass at 1000 as usual. After mass
next Sunday we’re having a barbecue! Please stay
behind and share some food and fellowship! We
would welcome any assistance on the day, as well
as offers of food or drinks for us to serve. Please
speak with Fr Josiah if you are able to help.

PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS

Kathyan Fenton; Desiree Loderick; Mr & Mrs
DeGale, Anselm Charles, Jean Charnock, Maggie,
George Norwood, and Oluwayemisi. (If you have a
name for the list, please give the details to Susan,
Fr Josiah, or Fr Stephen.)

THE RECENTLY DEPARTED
David and Hertence Trim

ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH

27 July: Mary Rigby, Charles MacCalvin
28" July: Irene Davis

30" July: Norman Rudge

1°* August: Dorothy Redding

2" August: Margery Allen

YOUNG CHILDREN IN CHURCH: Don’t worry if they
make a noise or move about! Young visitors to the
sanctuary are always welcome, so no drama if they
go for a walk! We'll have a look at the children’s
work after mass...

FINANCIAL POSITION: During June 2025, our
income was £1,127.52, and our outgoings were
£1,058.63. This month, for the first time recently,

our income was a little more than our expenditure.
That was good, but unusual! So, still please

consider if you can increase your contributions to
the church, preferably via the Parish Giving Scheme
if you don’t already use that service.

SPONSORING CANDLES, ETC.: Sanctuary lights cost
£3.50; votive candles £1.00; 100 communion wafers
£1.50. We'’d be very grateful for your support.

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS

Fr Stephen: fr.stephen@stanselm.co.uk; 020 4603
7795

Fr Josiah: fr.josiah@stanselm.co.uk; 07597 701878
Susan: susan@stanselm.co.uk

PLEASE JOIN US IN THE HALL AFTER MASS FOR TEA
AND COFFEE, AND BISCUITS OR CAKE!



